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Welcome to our Summer Newsletter!  As part of our 
ongoing care for your pets, we like to keep you informed 
of staff news, new services we are now offering and 
problems which could affect your pets, particularly at 
this time of year.  Our seasonal newsletters will be 
accessible on our website, from the clinic and via mail out.  
Let us know if you would like to receive our quarterly 
publication and we can add you to our mail or email list. 
 

 
Clinic News 
Lots of our staff have been enjoying holidays over the  
Summer/Festive season but are all due back on board by 
February.  Alex took in some nature at Mission Beach, Lee 
visited family in the UK and then thawed out in Thailand, 
whilst Alice enjoyed relaxing at home with her cats. 
Welcome to Libby Harris our new groomer who has been 
with us since October 2008.  We have been getting great 
feedback about her work, so give us a call if you’d like to 
book your canine companion in for a groom with her. 
  
 

 
FIV Vaccination 
Everyone is aware of Human Immuno-Deficiency Virus but 
not everyone is aware of Feline Immunodeficiency Virus 
(FIV) or Cat AIDs.  Cats contract FIV from bite wounds 
when fighting with other cats and once infected it 
becomes a life long disease that many cats will die from. 
Like in people FIV attacks the immune system preventing 
your cat from fighting off infections and over time FIV 
can also predispose to bone marrow disease and some 
cancers.  FIV can be tested for with a simple blood test 
that we perform at the clinic.  We have found that of all 
the cats tested for FIV at Elgar Road in the last two 
years, 17% had FIV.  That is quite frightening when you 
think that each of those 17 cats could easily have two or 
three fights in a year, tripling the number annually. 
 
Fortunately there is now a vaccination against most of the 
variants of the FIV virus we see in cats.  The protocol 
requires that you have your cat tested first to ensure 
that it has not already been infected with FIV.  If the 
test is negative then a series of three FIV vaccinations 
two to four weeks apart can be commenced.  Once the 
initial vaccinations have been given then a yearly booster 
is all that is required.  Please contact the clinic if you 
would like to have your cat vaccinated against FIV or if 
you would like any further information on this disease. 
 
 
New Website 
After deciding that our website needed a face lift, we 
are proud to unveil the new Elgar Road Vet Clinic site.  
Check it out at:  www.elgarvet.com.au  
 




