
590 ELGAR ROAD, BOX HILL, 3129 
PHONE 9899 9518 

Email:  mail@elgarvet.com.au 
www.elgarvet.com.au 

 

Newsletter- Autumn/Winter 2009 
 
 

      
 
 
 

Ø Clinic News 
Ø Rusty’s Story 
Ø Bush Fires 
Ø Chocolate Poisoning 
Ø Adoptions 
Ø Cattery News 
Ø Staff Profiles 

 
Welcome to our Autumn Newsletter!  As part of our 
ongoing care for your pets, we like to keep you informed 
of staff news, new services we are now offering and 
problems which could affect your pets, particularly at 
this time of year.  Our seasonal newsletters will be 
accessible on our website, from the clinic and via mail out.  
Let us know if you would like to receive our quarterly 
publication and we can add you to our mail or email list. 
 

 
Clinic News 
One of our fabulous nurses Alex is going to be spending 
three months in China working with Asiatic black bears 
(Moon Bears) that have been rescued from Bile Farms.  
After months of rehabilitation at the sanctuary, many of 
the bears get to live out their days care and pain free.  If 
you would like to find out more about this cause, donate 
money or adopt a bear check out:  www.animalsasia.org.  
 
Libby our new groomer will be joining our nursing team 
part-time and has started her Certificate III in 
Veterinary Nursing.  Congratulations to our previous 
groomer Claire on the birth of her son “Jayden”. 
 

 
Trusty Rusty 
Rusty is a 9 year old Maltese that visited us last July, as 
he was squinting his eyes and showing signs of back pain.  
Strict rest and anti-inflammatories were commenced but 
the next day Rusty was worse- he was still squinting but 
now his lower jaw was hanging down causing him to drool 
and he was also unable to eat or drink.  A neurological 
examination revealed he was unable to feel or move his 
eyelids, lower jaw or tongue, making us concerned that 
Rusty may have developed meningitis (inflammation of the 
brain).  He was immediately put on a drip to ensure he 
received the fluids he required.  He was anaesthetised so 
we could take x-rays of his jaw to make sure it was not 
dislocated and Dr Emma Mason obtained some fluid from 
around his brain to send to the laboratory.  To ensure 
Rusty didn’t starve a feeding tube was also placed so that 
we could syringe feed him with liquid food every four 
hours.  He also needed regular mouth cleaning and eye 
drops.  The lab results confirmed that Rusty had 
meningitis so he commenced cortisone treatment.  The 
first few days were touch and go as initially his 
neurological state worsened but then all of a sudden he 
turned the corner and each day he got stronger and more 
determined to eat by himself!  By 2-3 weeks Rusty was 
back to the cheeky and noisy Rusty we all know.  His 
feeding tube was removed and he has not looked back 
since.  He has put on the weight he had lost (and more) 
and is currently tapering off his cortisone.  Yeah Rusty! 

 




